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The Junior Board had their Yard Sale on AugdSt They made $680.00.
The Kidz could not have done this without the gesiy of friends who | &
gave truck loads of gently used items for thermelb SNVe appreciate your| J§
glvmg so much! We'd like tohank each of you for your help. Larry, tha

3 you for the hot dogs and soda, they tas
great. And specidhanks to everyone
who helped work the yard sale on the
“hottest” day of the summer.
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In six weeks th@' the raised a little over a
thousand dollars and after expenses they had $a6Gpend on
PATCHES kids. The Founders provided them with asMList” and
the Kidz had some serious discussion. They unamig@greed on
the following items: a 42” Flat Screen for the wiokair room, 2-
Learning Laptops for the toddlers, 2- Mobiles witlisic & lights for
infant cribs, one Musical Kaleidodisk for waddlerBhe remainder
would be spent on diapers in various sizes. Aesehgride was felt
by each junior board member. The Kidz will congrnwith “Capri Wednesday Lunches for $5even
though the Kidz are in school. They look forwawdytanting future PATCHES needs

Homestead’'s Mayor Lynda Bell first learned of theidr Board
when they spoke at the Kiwanis Luncheon on Jurfe S4e
inquired recently about their progress. Mayor Bel asked that
the Junior Board attend the Council Meeting, Mond&sptember
21, at 7:00 pm. The council meeting will te¢evised on
Comcast Channel 77 Tuesday afternoon once it isadi
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In July the Heart and Soul Grant Award Program opered for nonprofit organizations across the U.S.
This is an opportunity for one nonprofit to be awaded $10,000. All we had to do was find someone to
write a 4-8 line poem (lyrics) that represents théheart and soul” of their mission here at PATCHES,
and submit it by August 18". The Founders put the plea out to the PATCHES Tem and it wasn't long
before the poems started rolling in. In the Augusidvisory Board meeting we read seven of the most
beautiful, heartfelt, touching poems. We were broght to tears. It was very difficult for us to selet
only one poem to submit for this contest. In our mmds you are all winners, but we could only choose
one. Congratulations to the author Debbie BrimleyRN of . We
selected this poem and submitted it on behalf of PRCHES. There have been over 750 nonprofit
organizations who have applied for this award. Theselected nonprofit winner will win a $10,000 cash
grant and Los Lonely Boys will create a song, basedpon the poem, which will be professionally
produced in a recording studio. September 21st theinner will be announced. Regardless if

is selected as the winner of the Heart and Soul Gna it is the First Place
winner here at PATCHES. Our applause to all of youalented writers!

From a babe in arms you held me, cared for me @ratlime.
You've taught me how to sit and stand and walk ramd
to feed myself, to laugh and play and sing.
My days are filled with therapies, treatments, vgthool and reading books
And through it all you've cared for me with tendess and hugs and love.

I may be a child that will never speak or sing, knalbne or stand,
or do ordinary things,
But through it all I know that you will hold me, reafor me and love me.
Can you see how far I've come?
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June, July and August were  portray PATCHES in action. approval stages now. Yeah!
busy months at the center. |, early June
BCB; Jennifer Resnick, who has a @ 7
Master degree in film from B A
the University of Miami,

The Founders have been
discussing ways of promoting :
PATCHES to the medical ~ /0ng with Danny Broton,

community. By informing the teacher of TV & Broadcast at

medical professionals of wha West Kendall's Braddock
PATCHES is all about, we ~ High School teamed up and

can show them how we can ~ Came to PATCHES with | [
help their patients. Most microphones and cameras in| |

physicians have very little hand. They have offered the

time for sales talk between technical and broadcasting
patients so our idea was to ~ S€vices to PATCHES as a

create a short DVD that woull 9ift. Our DVD is in the final
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Yep, you read it right! The Christmas trees areing@uding a purple tree, twinkling lights and
all. The store was decorated beautifully. Christmasicplayed and a fantastic cider
beverage and cookies were served to everyone vitredjais for our ¥ Christmas in July. Our
customers had a great time even if temperaturahéi®0’s outside the store. We continue to
carry some Jim Shore Collection and a unique selecf Tropical Christmas ornaments. The

A big thank you to Mary & Jim Fresneck, Wanda McGlothin
for your generosity and to all the Elves who workechard to
make it happen.

eryl Evans age 17, a senior from Donations came from every where.

Saint Brendan’s High School on Birc The total tally of Meryl's efforts was
Rd. chose PATCHES as her Girl nearly $3,000. Because of her hard
Scout Gold Award Project. After work, we were able to order thirteen
visiting PATCHES and listening to  different much needed items for our
the Founders speak about the need: therapy and nursing unit using nearly
the children she decided that her every cent. Meryl will receive her

project should be callg@Mobility Girl Scout Gold Award for a project
for PATCHES”. Her goal was to well done. We know Meryl will go
raise $1,000 so that she could buy far in life as she continues to reach
durable therapeutic equipment need out and help others.

by the children. Little did she know

her goal was set way too low. With 2 * @ 7 (

the help of her family and friends (7 A

Meryl organized a yard sale.
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| find myself at PATCHES a lot, because it isagby place. | love to see the kids and watch them
play and interact with their nurses, CNA’s, EMTtsachers and therapists. | poke my head in tokchec
on the preemies and | am so amazed at how quilc&lygrow. The toddlers are so active and full of
themselves. The waddlers are crawling and leanairsgand and walk just a few steps. The wheeichai
room with the “tweens” is busy too. You see chaldcoming and going to therapy and school all day
long. The kitchen area is always in full swing wiex its meal time or a snack time. Anytime during
the day you will see children receiving medicallaaions and treatments while other medical
professionals are writing down the stats of eaclid clHowever, there are days when | pop in totvisi
and someone is missing, then my spirit sinks... kalshhe, or she is very sick and is in the hospital
My heart hurts for that child and the family. Tieality is PATCHES is a place where children with
extreme medical conditions are cared for by trapediatric professionals. | am reminded that these
children are very sick. Some are on feeding tubasie on oxygen, some on IV’s, some bandaged,

some with sores and pain that no little one shbakk to bare and
some with illness you can’t see. Even with thaditg of it all, this
amazing group of medical professionals has maittteiit goal to
provide a safe, loving, caring, fun environmenttfogir children while
they treat their medical conditions. There are yridays through out
the year that the staff provides additional funtfair kids. These
days help us to remember these kids are just higeother kids who
deserve to enjoy life. At PATCHES they work hasgtovide these

precious kids every opportunity. Care and fun godiin-hand here. | would like to share some @hot

of our kids enjoying Water Play Day. The kids haoh#l. Before drying

off to go back inside they enjoyed
eating watermelon. We are very
blessed to have PATCHES in our are
caring for some of the littlest, weakest
and sickest in our community.
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